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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 06019 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: FR, SA, SO, MASS 

SUBJ: FRENCH SENSITIVITY TO REPORTS OF FRENCH ARMS IN 
SOMALIA 

1 . THE GOF IS SHOWING CONSIDERABLE SENSITIVITY TO 
REPORTS THAT FRENCH ARMS HAVE APPEARED IN SOMALIA. 

ON FEBRUARY 21 THE FOREIGN MINISTRY ISSUED A STATEMENT 
DENYING THAT FRANCE HAD MADE ANY DELIVERIES OF ARMS TO 
SOMALIA. THE STATEMENT FOLLOWED AN AFP REPORT FROM 
MOGADISCIO TO THE EFFECT THAT SOMALIA HAD RECEIVED A 
QUANTITY OF WESTERN-ORIGIN ARMS INCLUDING FRENCH MADE 
SURFACE-TO-SURFACE AND SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILES. 

2. PREVIOUSLY QUAI OFFICIALS AT FAIRLY HIGH LEVEL HAD 
PRIVATELY SHOWN SURPRISE AND ANNOYANCE AT THE 
FEBRUARY 8 WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE ALLEGING THAT SOME 
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SIXTY FRENCH-BUILT AMX TANKS HAD BEEN SHIPPED TO 
SOMALIA, PRESUMABLY BY SAUDI ARABIA. THE QUAI OFFICIAL 
RESPONSIBLE FOR ARABIAN PENINSULA AFFAIRS TELLS US 
THAT THE GOF EXPECTS SAUDI ARABIA SHORTLY TO DENY 
OFFICIALLY THAT IT HAS SHIPPED FRENCH TANKS TO SOMALIA. 

3. SOME OF THE FRENCH ANNOYANCE HAS BEEN DIRECTED 
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AT THE USG: THE SAME QUAI OFFICIAL SAYS THAT THE GOF 
HAS TRACED THE SOURCE OF THE STORY TO THE US 
DELEGATION TO THE MALTA CONFERENCE ON RHODESIA. 

HARTMAN 
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